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Working with Prof. Michaeli has been a very good
experience for me. Her lab is one of the best places for
research, for those who have a zeal for science. She is
very nice and supportive, and most importantly a very
passionate scientist. She has a very rational and logical
approach to scientific problems. She has always
encouraged me and helped me in developing confidence
and a scientific attitude. The lab environment is also very
friendly. | remember when | came here | was concerned
about the lab atmosphere, but everyone was very nice
and made me feel comfortable. Special thanks to you,
Itai, for being extra helpful and a true friend from day one,
and to Asher also, for helping me in my times of need.

You are staying here with your wife and son, tell us
about them.

My wife Shivani is currently a post-doctorate student in
Tel-Aviv University. She is very nice and understanding.
She is my pillar of strength during the hard times and has
always supported me. My three and half year old son
Aarush has made my life interesting and fun. He is a
blessing to our life, and has made our life worth living. He
goes to a Hebrew Gan and can speak both Hindi and
Hebrew. He was born in India but grew up in Israel. He is
very fond of my lab and wants to come daily to the lab
instead of going to his Gan. | would like to say | have a
very supportive family and | would like to dedicate all my
research to my wife and my son.

Your parents are in India. Don’t you miss them?

Of course | miss them. And they miss me more than | do.
| talk to them almost every day. They have always
wished a bright future for me, but they also want me to be
with them. Before coming to Israel | was living with them,
as in India we have a joint family tradition, where even
after marriage the son and his family live with the
parents. And this is the hardest part of staying abroad: to

Aarush lighting candles on Chanukah

Aarush as alion on purim
be away from your parents.

And what about life here?

Life here has been so far so good. People here are so
helpful, they will go out of their way to help you. |
remember once during Friday night | had to take my
friend to the hospital and even after waiting for about half
an hour we could not get a taxi. Then this nice guy came
and asked us how he can help. He then not only took us
to the hospital but also helped us with the paperwork. |
would also like to mention a very nice couple, Joseph
and Miriam Habani. They have always treated us as
their kids. Their house is our second home here; we have
attended numerous Shabbat dinners and have
celebrated all the Jewish festivals with them. Miriam
cooks delicious food and Joseph has been an excellent
travel guide for us. My son calls Joseph “Dada” which
means grandfather in Hindi and refers to Miriam as
‘Safta’.

We have travelled a lot in Israel from Acre to Eilat,
Jerusalem, Dead Sea, Jordan Valley and many more
places. And we loved Acre, Jerusalem and Eilat the
most. Being vegetarian has limited our choices to taste
only vegetarian food here, and we will miss Israeli falafel.
Aarush is crazy about chocolate which he refers to as
"Cow Chocolate”. In fact, Aarush knows more about
Jewish festivals than Indian festivals. He eagerly waits for
‘Chanukah’ and ‘Purim’. This year on our biggest festival
Diwali we were lighting candles, and he said that it is for
Chanukabh.

You are about to finish your PhD. What are your
plans for the future?

I am looking for a good lab in the US or Europe for my
post-doctoral studies, and | wish to have my own
research group in India in the future.

Sachin, | would like to congratulate you once
again and wish you good luck in your career. It was
really nice to have you here with us. I'm sure we will
hear about you in the future. <

Itai Dov Tkacz



but also extend the way of thinking which is more
important for both Chinese people and foreigners to
understand each other better.

What should be, in your opinion, China's research
goals in the future?

It is difficult for me to answer this question since | am not
the Prime Minister of the State Council of P.R.C. (People
Republic of China).... Since China is still a developing
country, our Chinese people have to take a long time to
work hard in each area for reducing the great gaps in
basic science and high technology between China and
the western developed countries. In my opinion, research
on new energy, biomedicine, genetically modified
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organisms, nanotechnology, information technology and
next generation internet, etc. must be drastically
improved during the coming years.

By the time this is printed, our colleague and friend,
Yu Jun, will already be in China. During his stay he wrote
eight papers (how do you say WOW in Chinese?)!! and,
no less important, gave us the pleasure of his intelligent
and humoristic company. We have learned a lot about
China and the Chinese people and even speak a
Chinese word or two... Also, through his eyes, we have
discovered more about ourselves as human beings. We
wish him Good-Luck! <

Orit Ginzburg

Sachin Kumar Gupta: outstanding achievements
and many friends in Israel

| remember when we first met Sachin. |
was in my first year of Ph.D., my supervisor
Prof. Shulamit Michaeli brought an Indian
guy to the lab and introduced him as our
new Ph.D. student. He was a thin fellow
with a mustache and long hair. He was very
friendly with everybody in the lab and we
soon became good friends. He started by
working on trans-splicing with  other
students, since as he came from a plant
science background, but soon he became
independent. A few months ago, towards
the end of his Ph.D. here, Sachin received a
prestigious award from the University
in appreciation of his outstanding
achievements (the Prof. Rozenszajn
Memorial Award). Sachin has already
published four research papers (in which he
was "first-co-author") and a fifth one has
been submitted. Here, | asked him to share
with us his thoughts and experiences in
Israel.

Hi Sachin, Congratulations. Tell us how do you feel
about this award?

Thanks Itai. This is really a great achievement for me
and | was very happy to receive it. The best thing is that
a lot of people in the Faculty now recognize me...

Tell us about yourself.

I was born and brought up in Delhi, the capital of India.
Till my post-graduation, | studied there, and decided to
move abroad for my doctoral studies.

Why did you decide to come to Israel for your
doctorate? Why not in India? And why Bar-llan
University?

Sachin with his wife Shivani and son Aarush at the Western

Wall in Jerusalem

Why not Israel? It has many Nobel prizes in science, and
technology is very advanced. | wanted to do my
doctorate on RNA metabolism and while searching the
possible options, | came to know about the lab of
Prof. Shulamit Michaeli, working on RNA biology in
trypanosomes. Initially | was apprehensive of applying to
her as she is a big scientist, publishing high impact
articles every year, and it seemed tough to get accepted,
but luckily she gave me the opportunity to work with her.

After four years, what is your opinion about the work
and atmosphere here?
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The Under and Above Ground Experience of Yu Jun

Working in Nitzana sand dunes

Just before embarking on the plane, back to far away
China, | sat down with our Post Doctoral fellow Yu Jun
for a quick chat. Jun is 30 years old, single, who landed
in Prof. Yossi Steinberger's lab about two years ago,
after finishing his Ph.D. in China Agricultural University,
Beijing. In his PhD he worked on a new technique for
growing rice in upland, instead of the traditional lowland
culture. His research was a part of an ongoing effort to
reduce water usage in agriculture, especially rice culture,
the most important staple food of the Chinese people.
Water scarcity is becoming a common problem not only
in Israel but also in China and other parts of the world.

Why did you choose to come to Israel? Had you
heard about our lab before?

| had met Prof. Steinberger in Beijing more than seven
years ago, when | was a Master student in China
Agricultural University. | was very impressed at the
richness of his knowledge, amiableness and great
intelligence. Since | wanted to do some research in soil
microorganisms and Prof. Steinberger is one of the
greatest soil ecologists in the world, | applied for a post-
doctoral position in his lab and fortunately got the
position.

What were your research topics here?

My projects focused on the question how different
components of the aboveground desert habitats, such as
perennial plant communities, sand dunes formations and
soil crusts, influence the under-ground inhabitants of the
system, and shape the soil microbial community, its
functionality and diversity. Such above- and below-
ground interactions affect important soil processes such
as organic matter decomposition, C and N cycling, and
desert soil fertility. Such studies expand our
understanding of desert environments that, due to
desertification, are becoming, unfortunately, more and

more widespread.

Tell me about your hometown. Are there special
nature features there?

My hometown is Guiyang the capital city of Guizhou
province located in the southwest of China. It is a
mountainous area which is characterized by Kkarstic
features. It has a humid subtropical climate with
precipitations that reach about 1000 mm a year! In
Guiyang sunshine hours are scarce, that is one
interpretation for “Guiyang” - “ means “rare” and
“yang” means “sunshine”.

gui

What is the first thing you are planning to do when
you return to China?

First, 1 have to find a scientific research position in a
university or an institute in Beijing or another big citiy in
China. | would like to continue my study on the influence
of plant debris and root exudates on the genetic and
functional diversity of soil microbial community in natural
or disturbed ecosystems, such as agricultural fields.

What were the special things you loved about your
stay in Israel?

| love the Mediterranean Climate, sunny beach, tasty fruit
and friendly Israelis especially the lovely and pretty girls.

Well, you had lots of them around you in the lab... Do
you recommend PhD students to travel abroad for
Post Doctorats?

Yes, of course. In my opinion, studying as a post-doc
overseas is one of the most important approaches for
Chinese people to communicate with foreigners
especially nations such as the Jews, who had a long
history and glorious culture, and made a great
contribution to human progress. By studying abroad, you
not only acquire up-to-date knowledge and techniques,

Yu Jun with the pretty girls and one boy member of the
lab, celebrating his 30" birthday.
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