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Frontiers in Cardiovascular Health Congress, July 2001, XVII World Congress — Int. Society for Heart Research
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»PIVA - International Symposium on Mangroves: Evolution, Physiology and Conservation
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International Symposium on Signal Transduction in Health and Diseases in Tel-Aviv, September 2000
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SY NININHDN NTYIA 2N D) 7T NINNN ,901N2 ONDP MIVNIDDAD
33" World Congress of the Y N)»INNN DTV 30" Meeting for the National Institute for Psychobiology in Israel (2001)

International Society of Psychoneuroendocrinology (2002)
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Fortunately her cousin Vinny is hera to help us pass the lime while wa wait. v ’
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From

To: <goldra@mil.biu.ac.il>

Subj ect: Letter

Date: 01" "p"11 08 712ana1 2000 06: 38

It has been a long time since our last contact. Because the period now is perilous
and extremely horrible I just want to share some thoughts with the very dear
and respected teacher of mine. Everyday watching TV | am afraid what tragic
news | am going to listen to.

| observe everyday the situation in Israel with the growing anger. Yes,
definitely it is a right word. | feel deeply upset and embarrassed that once more
in the history Jewish people are exposed to the untamable hatred just because
they once showed the willingness to negotiate. Although | am not a radical
man, | remember very clearly our discussions with friends in the lab and other
people from your lab when | had permanently asked the same question: how
can you talk with people who openly declare (even in the written documents of
PLO) that their primary goal is to destroy the State of Israel and to eliminate
Jews. Accordingly to European standards and the simple rule of respectability
in such circumstances there is no point to claim that any partner for talks
exists!!!

| am aware you want to live in peace you do not want to have your young
people killed. However, in my opinion, the civilizational and mental gap
between Jews and Palestinians is so wide that it cannot be bridged yet. After all
you are the leader in the region. They could gain a lot if they got rid of ideology
and started to cooperate.

As a result | often recall the faces of my friends and the people | happen to meet
in Israel wondering what their fate is at the moment.

I wish you all the best. | am sure every rationally thinking man appreciates your
arguments.

Shabat Shalom !!!

Sincerely yours

P.S. Please do give love and kind regards to the whole family of yours and
of course people in the Lab.

v—-'-—--——-
TELL US AGAd
QRARPALY How) YouR
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In July | landed in Turkey for the first
time in my life, excited about the prospect
of visiting our large, Muslim neighbor - so
geographically close, yet so exotic and
mysterious. As | stepped off the plane and
was greeted by my Ph.D. student, Salih
Kafkas, | felt all at once at home. It was
midnight and Salih took me with a
university car - a driver was to escort us for
four intensive days - to his new home in a
modern apartment house in Adana. His
wife, Ebru, was waiting for us. One month
had elapsed since Salih finished his
program in my laboratory, and we all knew
that he was not going to have much sleep
that night: his Ph.D. exam, which was the
reason for my visit, was scheduled for the
next morning.

Rafael Perl-Treves

analysis he wanted to perform and the
search for genetic markers to determine the
tree sex fit the scope of our lab. What
convinced me to accept him was Salih's
determination and his love for the object of
his study. He had surveyed wild Pistacia
trees from three species all over Turkey,
studying their potential as rootstocks for
cultivated pistachio. He knew almost all his
trees by name, and was very enthusiastic
about applying molecular tools to
characterize their genetic variation and
resolve some taxonomic puzzles related to
these species. He did large nursery
experiments in Adana during the first two
years of his program, and was to spend the
remainder of the program in Israel.

Salih showed up at my lab with heavy
bags of dry-ice packed with Pistacia leaves

Ph.D. student Salih Kafkas (center) visits Mahane Yehuda market in Jerusalem and comments

on the quality of pistachio sold there. Beside him Postdoctoral Fellow Dr. An Lizhe and Ph.D.

student Yariv Brotman. Photo by M.Sc. student Anat Goldberg.

Salih and Ebru Kafkas had both studied
in Adana’s Cukurova University, boasting
Turkey’s largest and most advanced faculty
of agriculture. They had met in class (he
was the more experienced research
assistant, she was a charming, new M.Sc.
student). Then Salih left for Israel as
awardee of a prestigious Israel-Turkey
fellowship. During one of his visits home
they were married and Ebru joined him in
Israel. | accepted Salih to my lab not
without  reservations: pistachio trees
('Fistuk) are not really my expertise,
although the type of molecular phylogenetic

for DNA extraction. He was eager to begin
and from the first moment | had no need to
prod or motivate him. He planned his
experiments and before one was finished,
there he was, requesting my help to
analyze it and organize the next one. We
even set up a field experiment in Sdeh
Boker, where one of the very few pistachio
orchards in Israel exists, getting the
necessary help from the kibbutz orchard
staff. Salih would go there every week or
two by bus in order to follow up on his
trees, giving proof of the ease and
friendliness he exhibited when interacting
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with Israelis, be it in Bar llan or elsewhere.
Towards the end of the period, | became
submerged in heaps of papers representing
drafts of his Ph.D. thesis. | learned from
him (I still wonder if it's true) that in Turkey,
the longer - the better, and for each page |
corrected, he would appear the next
morning with three new pages. We then
tried to extract from his data papers for
publication, with him trying to divide his
data into as many LPUs (least publishable
units) as possible (“That is what they
require from me in Turkey", says Salih.
"Maybe it's a good strategy for Bar-llan
too", | think to myself, but | hear myself say,
"Why not write a big, good one instead?").
| enjoyed having such an interactive writing
period, from which we both learned a lot.
We compromised on writing a larger paper
(which has since been accepted by TAG),
and a few smaller ones...

| think that having foreign students
(I include postdocs in this category) is
beneficial to our faculty, and we should
encourage and facilitate such programs.
Sure, it demands some fatherly (or
motherly) instincts from the supervisor in
devoting time and empathy to a person
who is far from home. For example, helping
with housing: you may have to sign a
guarantee or advance money, and you get
to meet bizarre landlords before your guest
finally settles in Giviat Shmuel. It also
requires switching to English at lab
meetings and investing some additional
effort in social interactions in the lab. But if
you do your part, we may have somewhere
in the world, years from now, a genuine
"Ambassador of Friendship" who fondly
remembers Israel and its people.

Having foreign students usually means
that the lab is not deserted on weekends or
at late hours. Our local students may
hopefully realize that elsewhere on the
globe, there are young people who are
ready to make significant sacrifices, such
as staying away from home and comfort,
for their interest in science. The foreign
student is usually focused on his project
and has concrete expectations of his stay
here in terms of publications, letters of
recommendation, and future collaborations,
which may also be stimulating for other
students. It also provides us with an
opportunity to meet other cultures and
enrich our human experience. | have
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learned that Israelis and Turks are very
much alike in their behavior and mentality:
Ebru and Salih “fell in place" from their first
day here most naturally and gracefully. |
asked them a few questions to sum up their
experience at Bar-llan.

Q: Why did you choose to come to Israel?
To BIU?

A: Because it is a very interesting country
and it is known for its advanced agriculture.
| believe my work fits with Rafi's lab, since
he is working on similar subjects on
Cucurbitaceae.

Ebru Kafkas poses with a wild Pistacia

palestinatree in Israel.

Q: What did you expect to gain and learn
from your stay here?

A: | expected to learn about molecular
marker techniques, to complete my Ph.D.
lab work, to learn more about molecular
biology, and to write the thesis. | also
learned how to write a paper for a refereed
journal. | finished all these things during my
18-month period at Bar-llan University.

Q: What do you remember as the most
difficult aspect of your stay in Israel?

A: Hebrew language and Shabbat. In
reality, | usually understand what people
say and | can speak Hebrew a little bit.

(Rafi: | think a foreign student provides
us with a mirror, and the image may
sometimes be embarrassing. Many times
we switched to Hebrew in the middle of a
lab discussion, forgetting about him. And
we are so proud of our Shabbat, but it is a
day when these students are quite confined
in their movement and isolated. One
Sunday morning | had to cheer up a
Chinese postdoc who went to Bnei Brak to
observe  the people, upon my
recommendation: "You will see, it is very
nice and interesting, they are all dressed up
in their best clothes, walking home with
their 8, 9, 12 children... not one, like in
China... " However Dr. Xiang was deeply

hurt when those children threw stones at
him and his bike! Did | forget to tell him
something?)

Q: In what ways are the Turks and Israelis
different, in your opinion?

A: There are many things in common. But
maybe Israeli people like money more than
Turkish people do.

Q: Did you feel like a foreigner or a
stranger in Israel? Did you feel that the
people in the lab / at the university were
sensitive to your feelings and needs as a
foreign student?

A: At Bar-llan University | really felt like an
Israeli. Everybody in the lab was very
helpful and friendly. | really enjoyed
working with them.

(Rafi: Is this a diplomatic way to say that
very few arrangements exist at Bar-llan for
foreigners, so they are treated Ilike
Israelis?)

Q: The campus at BIU does not have a lot
of experience with foreign students. Do you
have any suggestions/points about things
that could be improved?

A: | think that there should be housing
arrangements so that foreign students can
live on campus. You should not only accept
foreign students or postdocs mainly from
China, but from other countries as well. |
don't think there are so many foreign
students at Bar-llan, therefore you can
increase the number by having special
Ph.D. or M.Sc. programs for foreigners,
and thus become a more international
university.

Dear Readers, you probably want to
know the results of Salih's exam. | can tell
you that he passed and | was heartily
congratulated by the professors in the
Department of Horticulture. The exam
lasted almost two hours and was entirely in
Turkish. | insisted that part of the questions
be translated for me. That evening, Salih
had to prepare a plentiful dinner at the
university guesthouse for the committee
members (five professors plus the
chairman and dean, everyone with
wife/husband) — as that is the custom in his
department.

| spent the rest of the time visiting the
labs, greenhouses and orchards. |
observed some interesting projects and
learned that nearly all the faculty there had
some scientific exchange with Israel,
mainly with the Volcani Institute, and were
good friends of Israel. | learned that the

agriculture students are required to do
practical work in experimental fields and
orchards during the summer as part of their
training (a good idea, | think). Ph.D.
students are assigned real assistantship
positions in their departments and they help
with the teaching and administration
besides doing their own projects. Elderly
professors are greeted by a respectful bow
and hand-kissing, which, in principle, | did
not dislike.

Two days were devoted to touring with
Salih and Ebru: we slept at Posantes, a
village high in the Taurus Mountains, where
the university has a beautiful experimental
station for temperate fruit trees such as
apples and cherries. We grilled our own
fish and ate tons of cherries on our way to
visit the wonderland of Cappadoccia. On
the last day, | visited a "typical Turkish
family", Ebru's, in their seaside home in
Mersin. Again | felt very much at home.
Papa and Mama Yasa and their four
daughters made me eat rice-stuffed vine
leaves (separately cooked for me, of
course) until | could not get up from the
table. Then they gave me coffee and Mrs.
Yasa instructed me to turn the cup upside
down. Before | could stop her, | learned
many (good !) things about my future. The
only one | can share with you regards a big
building (Binyan Haminhala, whose shape |
recognized in the coffee sediment), where
the endless twists of a typical BIU
tenureship procedure may come to a happy
end - according to Madame Yasa, at least. |
learned to my own amazement that |, too,
could read her thoughts: in her son-in-law's
cup of coffee she saw the shape of little
chicks, which | recognized (before she
spoke, | promise you) as the grandchildren
she was expecting him to deliver within a
reasonable time. Those chicks are more
important to her than the whole Ph.D. and
accompanying papers, and | can only
agree with her. u

Dr. Perl-Treves visits Turkey to attend Salih's

Ph.D. exam
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